Ken Cato (曹图健)
Ken Cato is the Chairman of Cato Brand Partners, established in Melbourne in 1970 and with partner offices in Adelaide, Brisbane, Perth, Sydney, Buenos Aires, Guangzhou, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, Guadalajara, Wellington, Muscat, Lahore, Singapore, Madrid, Dubai and Doha.

Working in over 100 countries for over 45 years, Cato Brand Partners is a global branding company that delivers to its clients an unmistakable presence in the marketplace. Born of design driven by ideas, Cato Brand Partners creates communications that allow it to transcend cultural and language boundaries and make business strategy visible, compelling, relevant and measurable.

As a graphic designer, Ken’s work has earned him an international reputation that encompasses all facets of corporate and brand management and design. He has worked with globally recognized brands such as Commonwealth Bank of Australia, World Central Dubai Airport, Qantas Airlines, Raffles, Hyatt, Hawthorn and Geelong AFL Clubs, Woolworths Supermarkets, Carlton and United Breweries, BenQ, World Vision, Brand Victoria, Channel 7 Television, BHP Steel, Swinburne University of Technology, Lend Lease, Australia Post amongst many others.

He has won numerous international and Australian design awards, and his work is represented in museums and galleries throughout the World.

In 1995, Ken was awarded the first Australian Honorary Doctorate of Design from Swinburne University and was inducted into the ‘Hall of Fame’ of the inaugural Victorian Design Awards. In 2006, Ken was awarded the Victorian Premier’s Award for Design Leadership and in 2009 was honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Executive Board of ICOGRADA. In 2011, he was awarded an Honorary Fellowship from Monash University, in 2012 was inducted into the AGDA Hall of Fame and in 2016 received an Honorary Doctorate from the University of the Sunshine Coast.

Ken founded the Ideas on Design programs, with the first Ideas On Design Conference 27 years ago.

In 2013, Ken received his highest achievement to date by being awarded an Officer of the Order of Australia in the Queen’s Birthday Honors.

Ken is also an acclaimed author and has written numerous books. 

